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SOCIETHIES 
FOR 


Reformation of Manners 


In the Cities of 


London and Weſtminſter. 


Honoured Brethren! to which you 
have ſo heartily and effeFually applied 
your ſelves. And may the God of Heaver 
and Earth proſper your Handy-work, 
or rather, bis own Work in your Hands. 
The Reformation of wicked People is 
ever very requiſite, but 772 the preſent 


TI: a Divine and Bleſſed Work, my 
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height of our Impieties it is not only ſea-| « 
ſonable, but of abſolute Neceflity to befff 
done without Delay; leſt our Iniquity,Þ / 
which has viſibly been our languiſhing Dif: 
remper, ſhould ſpeedily become our utter g 
Feuin 3 which ſhews the Qnreaſonableneſs 
7 fuch who call your Leal an unſeaſonable 
cat. 

Ard as far are they from Truth, whi 
call it a mealing with things which do not 
belong unto you 5, ſince God makes it your 
bounden Duty in. that Text which 7s the 
Subje@ of the following Diſcourſe. And 
4 little reaſon have they to call it Cruelty, - 
ſince God there calls it Charity, and aſ-n 
ſures us that the contrary is Hatred in the b 
very Heart. vo that my Text i bothp 
zour Commiſſion and Vindication. Azd|f 
iruly, it is your Plea of furthering this yourl 0; 
excellent Delign by the publication of this} a 
Sermon, which alowe induces me to conſent| 
to it, For I know no greater Good that! 
can polſubly come upon this corrupt World| F 
than its Reformation; yea, 1 do not ſeep 
how any Good can come unto it, or abide 
with it, without this. And this is indeeaþo, 


d 
( 

j 
F 
b 
'f 


Prefatory. V 


a dire® way to prevent not only the Cala- 
mities of Kingdoms, but the eternal Mz- 
Þ ſeries of Human Souls, 
| Þ4rd therefore it cannot but be maiter of 
great Joy to all good People to hear of your 
Þ ſucceſsful Progreſs in this your pious En- 
| terprize. What exalted Praiſes will they 
offer to God, when they hear of your Arder, 
j Conrage, and Onanimity in a Work of 
ſuch abſolute Neceſſity ; and when they un- 
|| derſtard that Thouſands have been brought 
elby your means to legal Puniſhment, for 
i their abominable Enormities; and that 
oj ltitudes of ſcandalous Houſes, which 
-þ were the odious Nurſeries of Uncleannels, 
e&f bave beer ſuppreſsd by you; and that 
bl publick Vice and Profaneneſs 7s mani- 
g feſtly check'd, and in 4 way to be rooted 
wh out by your exemplary Diligence, Zeal, 
and Expence in this great Undertaking £ 
Hl As it is more particularly related in an 
at} Account of the Riſe and Progreſs of the 
a Religious Societies in this City, lately 
ef publiſhed. 
adj 1t was indeed impoſſible that an Afﬀair 
eaof this general and important Nature could 
A 23 bave 
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have been carried on with any proba- 
bility of Succeſs, but by the conjoined Pru- 
dence, "Power, and Coſt of an Aſſociated 
Body of Conſtderable Perſons. And 
bleſſed be God who inclined the Hearts of 
ſo many of you to unite together in an 

Aﬀair of ſuch difficult and diſcouraging 

Circumſtances; and that. he bath euided 

your Motions in it with ſuch irreproachable 

Tuſtice and * Prudence, 

For your Method of Procedure againſt 
Offenders is ſo ſtridly Legal, and your} 
Rules of Management ſo Prudential, that 
you have not only drawn many to incorporate 
with your Societies, but have very much ſi- 
lenced the Galumnies of all but vicious and 
unreaſonable People againſt them. 

So that when your noble Deſign, your 
Juſe Proceedings, and your conſiderable 
Succeſs comes to appear to the World in 4 
true Light, it cannot reaſonably be queſtion-l 
ed, but that youll gain all the Honoura- 
ble and Sober part of it ( by the pure 
worth of your Cauſe ) to pray for you, ſu} 
port, and vindicate you, according to thei 
Place and Power. 


For 
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For, how can the Magiſtrate, who 
would be thought "[{ighteous in his Place, 
or faithful to the Vows of his Religion, or 
fo the Oath of his Office, in the leaſt de- 
cline his Aſſiſtance to that which ſo mani- 
feſtly aſſerts the Authority of God over 
Mem, and ſo direfly ſutes the very End 
for which Magiltracy was ordained in the 
World £2 

And will not every Miniſter of the 
[ Goſpel of Chriſt depart from his Sacred 
| CharaQter, yea, revolt from his Lord and 
1+|| Maſter, if he be wanting to aſſiſt you in 
1 | any thing proper to his FunGion 2 | 
G- Vea, every private Perſon who hath or 
fd deſireth to have a clear and comfortable 

Conſcience, or has but a juſt ſenſe of 

| Moral Decency, and of Civil Govern- 
| ment, will find himſelf in Duty and In- 
\ of fereſt obliged to join with you, in a ſea- 
| fornable informing againſt Vice, and en- 
2. deavouring to ſuppreſs thoſe intolerable Im- 
rl} Neties which have ſo long been a Reproach 
2p lo our Religion and Government. 

So that *Peoples agreeing with you, or 
being againſt you in this your Undertaking 
"of A A C which 
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( which all the Senſe of Mankind mnſt 
pronounce Pious and Juſt ) will be a fort 
of a Teft 10 diſcern Religious and Vir-Þ 
tuous Minds from others : In which, I 
pray God, none be diſtinguiſht to their | 
Reproach here, and Gondemnation bere- 
aficr, 
But as our Bleſſed Lord himſelf was 
injured, reviled, and oppoſed when upon 
Earth : So, you muſt expe ( yea, 1 know, 
Jon have experienced ) the injurious Treat-\ 
ent of a finful and perverſe Generation. | 
But here you are to tread in the ſteps of 
your Saviour 71 his Sufferings, as well as|- 
in his Doings: And with him, pray,| ; 
That ſuch may be forgiven by a merciful} 
God, who do they know not what 
againſt him, Ard whilſt you bring poor| 
[er ſeleſs Sinners 10 undergo the juſt Penal-| 
ties of the Laws, let your Prayers follow) | 
them, that it may indeed be an effe@uall | 
Method of their Reformation. 

But there is one Great Thing wanting] 
zet to accompliſh this deſtred Amendmentl : 
of wicked People, ( the want of which || 
have heard ſome of you lament ) which , 
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Prefatory. ix 
) A due Proviſion of Work and Work- 
houſes to imploy the Hands of the Poor, 
s which otherwiſe will moſt certainly be miſ- 
 imployed in ſinful and vicious Courſes. 


| If we ach any Thief, Strumpet, or other 
| MalefaGor ; What it was that brought 

them to their wicked way of Life ? 
| They often reply, 1 hat it gas their want of 
| an honeſt Employment, and that they did 
,| # to get Bread. And tis very probable 
-}| that ſometimes they ſpeak the Truth: For 
1.4 bad many of them been bred up to diligent 
of} Labour, and been inured to Buſineſs, it 
4} # very likely, that neither the Devil nor 


Jl their Luſts would ſo eaſtly have gutter ſuch 


ul} Dominion over them. 
at] Nor indeed have we ſo great probability 
or] 4s might be wiſht, of reclaiming the whole 
al-| Body of theſe idle, wiciows, and vagrant 
ow| People C who are the very Peſt of this Na- 
ual tzon, and a very diffuſive Seminary of De- 
bauchery ) but by ſome ſuch means as theſe. 
ing} Were all thoſe MalefaCtors, who are ſent 
ent] io the Priſon, kept there fruny fo the ut- 
þ | moſt bodily Labour that they are capable of, 
| 35 and this for a competent Time : And had 
A they 
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they withal, the Benefit of frequent Pray- 


ers and Sermons ſutable to their Condition: 
This would mk; their Priſon a proper 
Houſe of Corre&ion and Inſtruction 


too. And when they had once found the 


Benefit and Comfort of honeſi Labour and| 
a good Conſcience, it might be hoped that} 
moſt of them ' would never return 'back| 
again to their former courſe of Life.| 
Whereas now, if a Felon be ſent to thel 
Fail, he there finds the moſt 1nveterate} 
Villains 7 the whole Connty for his Gom- 


panions and Tutors, and he has leaſure in 
abundance to con over their Leſſons, ſo that 
he too often becomes ſeven-told more a 
Child of Hell than before, if be eſcapes 
the Gallows, Or if a Sint be ſent to 
Bridewell, and be there ſeverely laſht, and 


then ſet free again « tis true, ſh: comes out 


correFed, and diſcouraged, but jtill "tis to 
be feared that the firſt Cauſe of her Mij- 
behaviour often continues ; and if want of 
Employment brought her to her former ill 
Life, it will be but too apt to reduce ber #0 
#t again, 
And, alas ! what pity is it 8 And wh 
4 
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* : ſhame in truth to ſuch a Wealthy City 


and Nation ! Yea, what a Reproach to the 
Faith and Charity of Chriſtians, that due 


| Proviſcon is not maat io employ the Poor £ 
* For want of which, not only our Priſons 
8 and Houſes of CorreFion, but our wery 


Alms-bouſes ſeldom fully anſwer the End of 


| their F onnaation. 


And therefore it wonld, I conceive, be 


| one of the beſt Charities in the World, if 
| a competent Number of Gentlemen and 
| Wealthy Citizens, expert in ManufaGare, 


would endeavour to obtain an AG of Par- 
liament in this behalf; and in the mean 
time contribute to a Common Stock, and 
employ it to this End, And it would be- 
come every Perſon of Ability to contribute 
towards it, ezther by giving ſomething to 
the Fund, or by buying up the Goods that 
are thus wrought, by way of enconrage- 
went 10 thoſe who in Chriſtian Compaſjion 
ſet theſe miſerable Creatures to work. 

[t can ſcarcely be imagined, that People 
could better ſerve their Generation than in 
this Method, or more adminiſter to the 
Glory of God, and the common ay of 

671, 
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Men. For who can ſum up the Advan- | 
tages that would accrue to any State by the 
ceaſing of the Vices of ſuch abate, of 
"People, and the Income of their Labours 2 
And if this were generally encouraged, the | 
Wealth ariſing from it in time, would pro- | 
bably be a wiſtble Reward of the Charity | 
of 4 in this World ; as it has been demon-| 
ſtrated by ſeveral Togenions "Pens, 
The KT God wouchſafe to proſper al 
oof Means of a General Reforma- 
tion of Manners amonesf ws, that wel, 
may appear ( from the higheſt to the loweſt} 
worthy of the glorious Name of a Re- 
heed Peoghe. Which is the earneſt 


deſire of, 


Gentlemen, 


Tour aſſured Friend and Servant, 


]. W. 
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The Duty of Compaſſion 
to the Souls of Others. 
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h LEvir. XIX. 17: 


eFThou ſhalt not hate thy Brother in 

JN thine Heart : thou ſhalt in any 

f wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, and 
not ſuffer fin upon him. 


N the Rage of a devouring Peſti- 
lence, it is the Care of every wiſe 
Government to ſhut up the Per- 
ſons infected, and to make a Mark 

” fpver their Doors, that all People may 

"Bbun them, to prevent the ſpreaMg 

ft the Contagion; yet with a juſt 

ompaſtion to the poor People who 

i& under the dreadful Diſtemper, and 


A 
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a diligent uſe of Means for their Reco. 
Very. q 

And if our Faith had as quick andfſc 
effectual apprehenlions as our Sefes, ſh 
' we ſhould be as much concerned toffh 
prevent the pernicious growth of Sino 
which 1s certainly the greateſt Plague t: 
to Cities and Kinzdoms, as well as toc 
Families and particular Perſons, It 
has been the defiruction of one World 
already, and the groſs and genera] over- 
flowing of it £ at this day a pregnant 
Symptom of the approaching Ruin of 
the other. 

A publick Sinner does not only fin 
againſt his ow? Soul, but againſt thi 
Community of which ke is a Member; 
yea, againit the World in which he 
lives. The Miſchiefs which attend hi 
Sin are general, and ſpread widely and 
univerſally, For hereby the Goverſfoc 
nowr of the World is diſhonoured andſ# 
provoked, and the common Father of he 
Mankind is difowned and defied. Sf 
that there 1s no Perfon but 1s conFo 


cerned to hinder and prevent the Sil nc 
$) 
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of another; and upon the view of 
any ſuch Tranſgreſſion, he has juſt 
cauſe of Offence and Reſentment given 
him : and therefore he does at once 
hate both his * Brother's Soul, and his 
own, if he quietly connives at it, and 
tamely paſſes it by 5 which 1s directly 
contrary to the Law of God in the 
Text, Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother in 
thine Heart ; thou ſhalt in any wiſe re- 
ke thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin 
wor hint. | 

8 In which words, the Holy and Righ- 
jeous God binds this Duty upon the 
FConſciences, not only of eMzniſters 
nd Magiſtrates, but of every Man, 
Ml hat he maintain a vigilant and conflans 
Foncern for his Brother's Soul and Sal- 
$4tz07, Next to our own Welfare, 
Fe are to have a kind and charitable 
-Foncern for our Brothers. Our Bro- 
dF**r 3 that is, every Perſon who having 
xÞhe ſame Nature, and deriving it from 
one ſame God, is a Brother as to all 
Points of Duty required by the com- 
1nÞ=on Lord of all. And therefore theſe 
0 words 
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words are an authentick Ground fo 
this Point of Dodtrine, 


Obſerv. That there is a great want 
of Charity to the Souls of others, in 
thoſe who make no Attempts to reſcue 
them from the Power' of any known 
Sin. Thou ſhalt not hate thy © Brother in 
thine Heart, thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke 
him: As if it were ſaid, you may 
in your Language, and in your other 
Carriage, pretend what Kindneſs you 
will to Men, but if you induce them 
to ſin, or indulge them 1n it, all your 
glavering Profeſſions of Friendſhip 
are mere {ham agd paint; yea they 
are real enmity and hatred, an Arti: 
fice to ſubvert and deftroy them fo 
ever. Like the Tyrant's Engine ( men 
tioned by Sir W. "/aleigh) which wa 
compoſed in the ſhape of a beautifu 
Woman, and contrivd with that ex 
quiſite Art, that it would riſe up and 
embrace any Perſons before whom 1 


was placed, and at the ſame time ſtaly 


them with a multitude of mort: 
Wound 
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Wounds when it graſpd them in its 
Iron-arms. And truly the Embraces 
of ſinful Companions are altke fatal ; 
It is the twiſting of the old Serpert about 
them full of Venom and deadly Poi- 
ſon. It is Hatred in the Heart, ſays the 
Text, if you rebuke not your ſinful Bro- 
ther, but negligently ſuffer h2s ſen to lie 
upon kim, and to fink him 1nto the pit 
of Perdition. 

Sa that we have here three parts of 
ſpiritual Charity recommended to us. 
And theſe are entorc'd and preſsd up- 
on us by three conſiderable Motives 2 
And my ſpeaking to each of theſe will 
be the proper Methud to open and 
apply the Duty of the Text, 

I begin to conſider the threefold fpi- 
ritual Charity 1njoined 1a the Text. The 
rſt of which 1s, 


I. A vigorous delire of the Happi- 
neſs of our Brother's Soul. ——T hou ſbalt 
»ot hate thy Brother in th9i1:C s teart, 
The politive Injun&ioo implid in this 
Expreſſion is, © Thou ſhalt bear an in- 

B * ward, 
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* ward and hearty AfcCtion to thy || « 
&« "Brother (that is, to every humane 
Creature ) and thou ſhalt <ſpecially 
love his Soul, and do whatever thy 

Place and Capacity enables thee to- 

wards his Eternal Salvation. 

' And indeed a real Chriſtian cannot 
do otherwiſe ; the Spirit of Chriſt will 
conſtrain him to it. For, 1t we have 
not ſo much of the ſprriitnval Leal and 
{ſemper of Chriſt, as to ſeek the Glory 
of God, and the Salvation of Mex, 
We are none of his, A worldly, car- 
nal, and unachritian Spirit (ways that 
degenerate Soul, who ſeeks his own, and 
not his Brother's Good. Yea, ſuch a one 
owes a very ſhrewd ſuſpicion, that he 
does not heartily ſeck his own 9dpi- 
ritual and Etexyzal Welfare: For he 
that knows and feels the due 1mport 
of thoſe two words, Eternal Salvation, 
and conceives ſomething of thoſe 1n- 
numerable, exquifite, and endleſs Woes, | | 
which are ſumm'd up in that one word | 
Damnation, will be ſenſibly moved to | 
Pity ſuch as he ſees paſſing on directly | 

towards 
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towards the pit of Deftrudron. He 
will beg his Brother by all the Entreaties 
he can uſe, that he would not reſeſ# bis 
own Mercies, nor deſtroy a Soul for which 
Chriſt died ; Yea, he will uſe a fort of 
| Violence with him (1t there be any 
in the 'Perſwaſives, Rebukes, and Re- 
monflrarces of - Love) to reſtram him 
from Sclf-deftruction, and to bar up 
his Way to everlaſting Torment. He 
will often expoſtulate with him, and 
ſay (in the language of the Holy Ghoſt) 
O my Friend, Why will you die £ When 
will you be made clean £ when ſhall #f once 
be £ 

And this Chriſtian Aﬀedion to our 
Brother rauſt not end here 3 it ftops not 
n a pious Exhortation and Adniont- 
tion only. But it is (Wgher required 
n the Texr, 


If. That our Love to Men be ex- 
acfed wm a ſeafonable ( and 1f need be, 
n a ſharp and ſevere ) Reproot of an' 
oftending Brother. This is compre- 
licnded 1n the word Rebyhe. << Thow 
B 2 _ thalt 
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ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, 
« Thou ſhalt not be diverted from 
« this good Office in any wiſe. Thou 
&« ſhalt not fear his Anger, nor the 


4 


A 


* ral Damage which may come to thee Þ 
* by ſo doing. Thou ſhalt in any wiſe | 
&« rebuke thy Neighbour when he gives | 
& thee cauſe to do it. Thy Neighbour, |: 
& that 1s, He with whom thou con- | 
« yerſeſt, for he 1s for that time thy | 
* Neighbour. 


&© World's Cenſures, nor any Tempo- . 


But here we muſt obſcrve the Limits | 
of a few Cantions. 
(1.) Our Reproot of our Neigh- | 
bour muſt be managd in a Method | 
ſutable to his Station, and our Rela- | 
tion to him. gr Elder (ſays the Apo- | 
ſtle) 7s mot to be rebuked, but entreated 
as a Father, t Tim. 5. 1. Which im- 
plies, that the zatzral Father 1s likewilc 
to be treated with the ſame Reſpect; 
not inſulting over his Nakedneſs, but 
pitying his Infirmities. And Elzhy wiſe- 
ly obſerved, That it is not fit for every 
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one to co bluntly to a King, and tell hine 
that he is wicked, or to ſay to *Princes that 
| they are ungodly, Job 34. 18. 
! We ſee with what Reſpet and 
* humble Addreſs, the Perſons who ac- 
 comvanied Naamar, corrected his Paſ- 
fon, The Men were grieved at their 
Maſter's raſh Reſentment of the 'Pro- 
| phet's Meſſage, and were unwilling 
© that he ſhould turn away without a 
: Cure of his Leproſy : whereupon (it 
- isfatd ) that they came near and ſpake 
; unto him, and ſaid, My Father, if the 
| Prophet had bid thee do ſome great thing, 
| wouldſt thou rot have done it How much 
: rather then, when he ſaith to thee, Waſh 
| and be clean? 2 Kings 5. 13. And we 
Þ hind, that this kind anFFentle Appli- 
| cation to him won upon him effeQual- 
| 1y; their forcible Argument convinces 
his Judgment, and their humble Re- 
| ſet ſoftens his Heart to embrace it 
} and fo it came to a defired Effet, to 
"| the Cure of the Diforder of his Soul 
) } firſt, and then to the Cure of the 
*| Diſtemper of his Body. 


B 3 And 
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And indeed the prudent Manages 
ment of this Afﬀeair is the taking the 
Inſtrument by the right Handle, and 


fo the moſt likely way to the defired | 
Succeſs z which introduces a ſecond Þ 


Caution, namely, 


any Perſon, we ſhonld take care to | 
time it well. The proper Seajor is ve- | 


ry material in the Adminiltration of 


this ſpirizal Phyſck. The Poy ſicians | 


of our Bodies decline the giving of a 


Dole, tho never ſo excellent, 1n the} 


Extremity of the Paroxifm. And tru- 


ly a Perſon in a *Paſſz#r, or in Drink, 
or the like, muſt have time for the| 


height of his Fit to f11kk, that he may 
come to the [I& of his Reaſon, before 
his Cure can be attempted with any 
probability of Succeſs, 

Had Abigail reproved Nabal when 
he was very drunk, and in a violent 
Pajjion, ( as it ſeems he was when he 
ſcpt that railing Meflage to King D«- 
vid) it is very probable that her ſelf 


might bave had the {cond Part of the 
ſame 


me Wy ods a 


by | es * 0 ha — 
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Game Ontrace, as the only Effet of her 
Reproof, and Reward of her Pains : 
But ſhe did more wilcly 5 She ſaid no- 
thing to him more or leſs till the Morning- 
light ; but then, when the Wine was gone 
out of Naval, ſhe lays open all the Parts 
of his deſperate Folly and Rudeneſs be- 
fore him; and applies it ſo home to 
him, that his Heart died within him, 
I Sam. 25. 36, Cc. 

So that the prudent Timirg of our 
Rebukes 1s very conducible to their 
taking place upon the Perſon to whom 


'| they are applied. Burt then we muſt 


% i "= *” - 


\ beware, on the other hand, that. our 
| conventent Seaſon be not like that of 
| Felix, a mere trick to (hun the Duty, 


never thinking of it more. It 1s of 
the two, better to miltake'the Time of 
a Duty, than wholly to omit the Per- 
formance of 1t. Again, 

(3.) We muſt not underſtand the 
words of the Text fo as to countenance 
inhuman Cruelties againſt our * Brother - 
nor to juſtify a barbarous and ſavage 
Treatment of him, if he differs from us 
B 4 in 
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in matters of Speculation, Notion, and 
Opinion, undetermin'd by God's Word, 
about which good and wiſe Men may 
diſpute and think variouſly, without 
the \hipwrack of Faith or a good Con- 
{ſcience on either (ide. My Text i« no 
Vindication of the Cruclties and Bar- 
| barities of Popery, which vents it («lf 
againſt ſuch as do but queſtion the leaſt 
of her Determinauons ( tho never fo. 
falſe and pernicious) with a Rage that 
reaches up to Heaven : as thor Gullies, 
Priſons, and Military Oppreſjions teſtify 
at this day, in very many and very 
piercing Inſtances. 4 
It is true, that we mult not ſuffer $7, 
pon our * Brother or Neighbour ;, and ra- 
ther than Ict him alone to periſh in his 
Vices, we may and ought ro dclivet 
him up to the Civil Magiſirate, that the 
Dclinquent may ſuffer the light Inflitt- 
ons of legal Punilhment here, in hope 
that he may be awakened by theſe to 
ſhun that everlaſting Anguiſh which 
will inevitably come upon him, if he 
goes on in his Iniquity. 
But 
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But then, it muſt be a Tranſgrefſion 


of the Moral Law, or {ome Sin againſt 


the plain Rex e&lation of God's il: in 
which caſe the Oftznder's Conſcience 
( if he has any ) will applaud both the 


| Evidence againſt him, and the Fndg who 
- ® decrees his Puniſhment : for his own 


Heart will be both an impartial Ezz- 


t Þ dence and Avenger againſt him, when- 
| ever he comes to himſlclt. 


But as for the bloody Methods of 


the Romwiſh Inquiſttion, where innocent 
| Perſons are tortur'd, rack'd and burnt, 
| becauſe they will nor pollute their Faith 
| and Conſciences by a Religion of Man's 


Invention, and by Doctrines not only 


| beſide, but againſt the expreſs ll of 
| God : The Voice of all good Chriſtians, 


yea of all Mankind, ſends forth a loud 


| Cry to Heaven againſt them: And eve- 


ry body ſees, that the beating out of 
Peoples Brains 1s no good Means to 
bring any Perſwaſion into their Heads ; 
and that thoſe of the Trext Conncil (or 
rather Cabal) ſpake more dircQly after 
the tyrannical Diale&t of Popery, than 
accord- 
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according to the Rules of Argumenta| 


tion, who were for anſwering Luther 
Books, by Fire ard Faggot apply d to the 
Author, This is a very inglorious Con: 


queſt, like Herod's Vi&tory over the 


poor Infants, of which this day puts 
us in mind, But there 1s not the Jeaſt 
athnity betwixt- the inhuman Perleci 
tion of good Men, and the /eg.l Pu 
miſhment of wicked ones. Thar is dia- 


metrically oppoſite to this; for that 
cruſhes the beſt of Men, this chaſtiſe; 


the worſt : That puts Men ont of thef 


way of their Duty, this brings them 
into it : That ijures the Conſcience, 
this reljeves it : That locks up the Gate 
of Heaver, this puts a Bar in the Paſ- 
ſage to Hell, Ang, in a word, that'i: 
uncommanded by God, yea 1t is forbid- 
den by him ; but this is the exprels 
Will of God, which is the ſtrongeſt 
Argument in the World to enforce 1t 
upon every ſenſible Conſcience. And 
this leads me to the third Part of /piri- 
tual Charity in the Text : namely, 


£ III. That 
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[!{. That we ought to uſe all lawful 
and ſutable Means to reclaim the open 
and obſtinate Tranſgretor ; - 


— 


| Thou ſhalt not ſuffer Sin upon him, 1. e. 


+ Thou ſhalt diligently purſue all Pro- 


" PET Mceans tO pull this Firebrand out 
|< of the Fire. Thou (halt appeal to 
|* the Miniſter, and to the Magiſtrate 
| * not againit rhe Man, but againſt the 


jat 


© Sin: Thou ſhalt tell it the Church, 
* (Mat. 18.17.) And thou halt 7z- 
* form the Bench (the Seat of Juſtice) 
% of it, ( Dent. 13. 8.) That all fit 


| © ſpiritual Cenſures and temporal Chaſtiſe- 


* ments may be applied to him in time, 
*& that his Soul perith not to all Eterniy. 

And ſurely this cannot be difagree- 
able to the Rules of natural AfﬀeCtion, 
or Chriſtian Charity, or human Friend- 
ſhip, ſince the very "Parents amongſt 
the Jews were to appeal to the Ma- 
piſtrates of their City, to puniſh even 


.| with Death their Son who was a Drun- 


kard, or a Glutton, and an urgovernable 
Rebel; as we read Det. 21.19. And 


however 


Fs *> ART 
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however ſevere this may ſeem to they. 
Perſon who fell under this exemplaryt 
Puniſhment, 1t was certainly a Kind-|- 
neſs to the Community ; which muſt th 
needs find that good Order and ſober fol 
Behawmour was maintained by this (trig 
Law ; which was the Benefit propoſed Bt 
1n the Inſtitution of it, vis. That all! 
Iſrael might hear, and fear, and do 
more any ſuch Wi kedneſs, (ver. 21.)|1 
And that ſuch good Laws as theſe nah dt 
not prove uſeleſs, for want of due [».Þ' 
formation and Proſec ation, it was a {tand- if 
ing Rule and Statute in the Fewiſh Go.Þ! 
vernment, That in al! great Enormi-F! 
ties, ſuch as heard or ſaw the Fact were 
to be In formers and Witneſſes again! h 
the Offender, tho it were a Friend azÞ0 
dear -as their own Soul, or a Brother! 
of their own Blood : Dent. 13. 6, 7, 8, 
Thou ſhalt not ſpare him, neither ſha!t thou 
conceal him, tho he be the Sou of thy Mo- 
ther, or a Friend as dear as thine one 
Soul, Yea, they were to be the Exe- 
cutioners tO0, as we read, Det, 17 7! 


The Hands of the W. Htmeſſes ſhall be py 
po 
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port him to put him to Death, and after- 
yards the Hands of all the "People : And 
his (it 1s ſaid ) was the only way to 
wt away the Evil from among them, $0 
hat in ſuch a Caſe where the Bowels 
of Nature, and the endearments of 
riendſhip begin to ſtruggle againſt 
he Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and the 
Foublick Good ;, the Love and. Fear of 
God muſt turn the Balance, confider- 
ng that our overlooking of any groſs 
Kin is a taking the Guilt of it into our 
ſown Boſom : yea, *is a ſpreading and 
. Eiffuſing of the Curſes due unto it up- 
. ſon the Face of the whole Cty and Na- 
ior 10 which we dwell, 
| So that it is very manifeſt, That 
(be due Miniſtration of Jxſtice 1s ab- 
x folutely neceflary to the Happineſs of 
-rſÞny State, 1n order to procure the 
g.WD/eſſigs, and avert the Judgments of 
Plmighty God, the Righteous Gover- 
your of the World, by ſuppreſſing 
rice, and ſupporting Vertue. 
2-0 Now, the righteous Adminiſtration 
7.Þt Juſtice depends on two things, which 
rſ are 
0 
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are as the two Pillars on which its Tri" 
bunal is ſeated, oiz. Firſt, There maſſe! 
be due Information given to the Ma 
giſtrate againſt the Tranſgreſſors of theÞu 
Law. Secondly, There muſt be an inm- 
partial Execution of the Penalties off 
the Law upon ſach convicted CriminakÞ” 
by the Magiſtrate. Je 
As to the firſt, vis. Information 4+ [v! 
gainſt the 1mpudert and profligareÞ* 
Contemners of the Laws of God andF- 
Men : The defire of God's Glory and 
Mens Salvation may induce us to it; 
and the love of Vertue, and the com- Þ*! 
mon Good, muſt needs enforce the Þ4 
practice of 1t : Or however, the Laws Þ". 
of God ought to conſtrain us to it, and Þ'C 
the fear of God's Wrath ſhould awaken 
us to waſh our Hands from the GuilrP'< 
of other Mens Sins. For you are utt: i 
| juſt to the Offender's Soul, and your 
own, and to the publick Good, it youſ* 
neglect 1t. ro 
And, as for the v#lgar Odinm, and} 
the common Reproaches againſt ſuch 
Informers, they are vain and ſenflel T 
an 


hl, 


Or 
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ind are mercly contrived by the Jovers 
}f Sin ( and the inviſible Patron and 
Promoter of it) to be a Shelter and 
Subterfuge for Vice and Profaneneſs. 
For every body knows, that without 
egal Evidence, there can be no Legal 
Uniſhzrent., And tho the eMagiſtrate 
he the beſt in the World, yet if the 
rime be not duly proved and reftifi'd 
Þcfore im, Juſtice it (clf will bind his 
Wands, and chain his Sword. 

| Had not the People who heard the 
Plaſphemy and Curſes of the Son of She- 
|Þomith, goze ard 101d Moſes of it, Lev. 
£4.11. the Wretch might have curſt 
{þ$n, and blaſphemed as long as his Breath 
1 ould have ſerved him ro do it. But 
n Jicy that heard him, c1d better ; they 
cot forthwith and informed the Ma- 
(- F/trate of it, as they were 1n Duty 
ir ſound ; and ſo the Curſes of Man 
wh're ltopt, and the Blefiings of God 

rocured. 

41 And Ol! where is the love of God, 
-hjr of Vertue, or of the Souls cf Sin- 
($*r5, or of the Publick Good, if we are 
nd dil- 
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diſcouraged from ſo good and neceſſary 
a Work, by ſuch unreaſonable Cavils as 
are uſually made againſt it? Alas! 
what Love of God have they, who will 
not {peak a good word for him before 
the face of his Enemies 2 Or what Cox- 
rage have they in the Cauſe of God, 
who cannot bear an ill word, or a Nick- 
name for his ſuke? And what a poor 
and pulillanimous Soul 1s that who dares 
not be good 1a 11] Company, or in evil 
Times ? 

Ah! what inſupportable Shame and 
Contempt will be poured out on thoſe 
at laſt, who are now aſhamd of Chriſi 
and of his Dodrine ! How will they be 
able to ſtand befor the great God ? or 
to ſhew their Faces before his holy 
Angels, thoſe zealous Miniſters of his, 
who do his Pleaſure ; or before that noble 
Army of Martyrs, who counted not their 
Lives dear whenever they might glort 
fy God by ſuch a Sacrifice? Yea, who 
ſhed their Hearts Blood for the ſake of 
Religion, with greater Reſolution than 


many now ſpeak a few good words for 
it 
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It either in reprovirg of Vice, or inform- 


ing againſt it. 

Let us, for {hame, awaken out of 
ſuch a tepid and torpid State. A bru- 
tiſh Stupidity is a ſhameful Reproach to 
a Mazx ; and ſpiritual Infenfibleneſs is 
much more (o to a Chriſtian : and there-_ 
fore let every one that bears the name of 
Chriſt be zealous and 1ndefatigable 1n his 
Work, and couragious and undaunted 
in his Cauſe: 

Do you fee a Perſon ſo void of Rea: 
ſon, as well as Faith, as to profane the 
ſacred N ame of God 1n vile and blaſphe- 
mous Language, notwithſtanding the 
Laws of God and Man againſt it, fo 
ottien read and repeated 1n their ears ? 
You muſt in any "my rebuke the Wretch, 
and not only ſo, but deliver him up to 
the Meeiſtrate, as the People did in 
the like Caſe, Lev. 24. 11. 700 went 
and told Moles of 3t. 

See you a Perſon fo void of God's 
Fear, as to profane that Day which God 
hath bleſt and ſanGified £ Dares he ex- 
pole his Wares. on that ſacred Day, or 

C folloyy 
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follow his Sports or Vices? See that 


you ſuffer not this Sin upon him, but ſup- 
preſs it by all lawful Ways and Means, 
As pious Nehemiah, Neh. 13. 17. who 
not only threatned and drove away ſuch 
as brought their Goods to be ſold upon the 
Sabbath Day, but contended with the 
No obles of Judah, who ſuffered it. 

The ſame care ſhould be taken to re- 
form not only plain and downright 
Drunkenneſs, but unneceflary, unſea- 
ſonable and immoderate frequenting of 
Publick, Houſes, which are not deſigned 
to cheriſh the Vices, but to fupply the 
Neceſlities of Men. 

And particular care muſt always be 
taken to root out that naſty Sin, which 
above others deſerves the name of U- 
cleanneſs ; and to brand thoſe impudent 
People with publick ſhame and correcti- 
on, who dare proclaim their beaſtial 
Incontinence in the very Streets, and 
before the Sun. 

By theſe Sins a. Lazd is greatly defiled, 
and the Wrath of God highly incenſed 
againſt it, And therefore it becomes 

every 


—_— % a 
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every Chriſtian to ſet himſelf couragi- 
ouſly againſt them, and to rejoice in 
an Opportunity of doing ſuch a piece 
of ſervice to his great and good Maſter, 
as to bring them before the e Magiſtrate 
to receive condign Puniſhment : That 
the World may ſee that there are ſome 
who dare beas bold and vigilant for the 
Honor of the Prince of Light, as ſome 
others are 1n the Service of the Prince 
of Darkneſs. And tho your Adver- 
ries will cry out of a Beam in your own 
Tye, we are ſure theſe are not Motes 
which you endeavour to pull out of 
theirs; nor can they with any reaſon or 
juſtice, apply thoſe words of our Sa- 
viour to you, Mat. 7. 5. unleſs they 
can prove you abundantly more guilty 
of that Sin for which they are puniſhed, 
than themſelves. 

And as to the ſecond Point, which 
is neceſſary to ſupport our Religion, 
and the publick Good, namely, Lhe 
wmpartial execution of Fuſtice upon profane 
and licentions Perſons : This is the Ma- 


giltrate's peculiar Province 3 and bleſ- 
C 2 ſed 
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fed be God, that (as we have good and 
excellent Laws againſt Profareneſs and 
Debauchery, ſo) we have ſome righteous 
eMagiſtrates who duly put them in exe- 
cution. The good God raiſe up more 
of theſe Labourers, to cut down this ripe 
and exuberant Vintage of Vice, the 
Fields of which are grown ever white 
unto Harveſt. 

O! what an honorable and divine 
thing is Magiſtracy duly exerted in its 
proper Ads! How venerable is that 
Perſon 1n the fight of Angels and Men, 
who piouſly uſes that Sword wherewith 
the God of Juſtice (to whom Vengeance 
belongeth ) has girded him withal! Ah! 
let none dare to wear that Sword in vain, 
leſt it be drawn forth ar Jaſt againſt 
them(clves by the Almighty God, as Da- 
vid did Goliab's, to the deltrucion of 
him that wore 1t. 

- Truly I here teſtify to you, that I 
know no other way for Magiſtrates to 
ſhun this, but by their prefent and im- 
partial executing of juſtice upon Evil- 
doers, agd- ſupporting them that do well. 


This 


5 
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This is indeed a bleſſed Work, and wall 


reccive a glorious Reward at laſt from 
God the righteous Fudg. 

[t is ſo God-like, to diſtribute juſt 
Puriſhments to /«ch as do evil, and to 
ſupport religious and virtuous Perſons 


that the Mugiſirate who does 1t 10 the 1n- 


tegrity of his Heart, will find favour 
with God, and eſteem among Men. 
It is indeed more than a ſingle Good 3 
there is a Conlicllation of Virtues and 
Advantages 11 it ; it will glorify God, 
and credit our Religion 3 1t will make 
our publick Affairs proſperous, and 
our Nation happy. It will make the 
name of {uch a Magiſtrate truly ho- 
nourable, and his Conſcience (ſerene : 
yea, twill make his Life comfortable, 
nis Death hopeful, and his Eternity 
bletied, 


And to preſs this further, let us con- 


der the Motives exprefsd or imply'd 


in the Text, which tend to fix holy 
Purpoſes, of ſettirg in good earneſt to 


this Duty, in every Perſon according 
to his Station and Capaciry, And this 


C 3 will 
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will be the proper Application of what 
has been ſaid. F 


Motive 1. Let us therefore remem- 
ber in the firſt place, That my Text 
declares it to be Hatred to any one, not 
to rebuke him for his Fault. For indeed 
1t 1s the greateſt Declaration of God's 
Wrath towards a Sinner, that he ex- 
preſſes upon Earth, when he will no 
more reprove nor corre& him for his 
Offences: As in that dreadful Expreſ- 
ſion, Hoſ. 4. 17. Ephraim is joind tq 
Tdols, let him alone. © Let him be no 
« more diſturbed, either by Reproof 
« or Afﬀiliction, but Jet him ſecurely 
< perſiſt in his Sin, and harden 1n it, 
*« and periſh, And can we be content 
that our Remiſneſs in our Duty to our 
* Brotkher?s Soul, ſhould draw on him 
theſe diretu] and eternal Plagues! 

It isa part of the Law of Nature, as 
well as a Statute in Iſrael, That mo Per- 
fon hate his | Brother in his Heart 5 but 
that he be very kind and compaſſionate 
towards him, We are to live by the 

Es mutual 
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mutual Kindneſs of each other ; this is 
the end of our incorporating into $-- 
cieties, And indeed, this is ſuggeſted 
to us in the Frame of (ature. 

Our good and wiſe Creator has ſo 
ordered the ſtate of Human Life, that 
no Perſon ( of what Rank or Condi- 
tion ſoever) can ſubſiſt without the 
Help and Afſhſtance of others. We 
are born naked, deſtitute, and impo- 
tent, and ſhould not ſurvive our Birth 
many hours, except ſome Eye pitied us, 
and did the common Ofhces of ſutable 
Miniſtration to us. And thus we live 
many years by the Kindneſs and Cha- 
rity of others; being in our Infancy 
not only unable to provide our own 
neceſſary Food and Raiment, but even 
incapable of feeding or drefling our 
ſelves, tho the Means of both be pro- 
vided to our hands. 

And when a Man comes to maturity 
of Years and Strength, he is abſolutely 
infufficient to ſupply his own Wants 
of himſelf, but muſt crave the helping 
Hands of many others, bath as to the 
C 4 neceſ- 
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neceſ{aries of his Soul and Body. And 
it has pleaſed the common Father of 
all Men, to give peculiar Accompliſh- 
ments to the various Individuals, fata- 
ble to the Exigencies of the univerſal 
Kind. And the thing in which one 
Man excels, 1s providentially fitted to 
make up the Defets of the reſt, by 
him who diſtributeth to every one ſeverally 
as be will, 

And the Caſe is the very ſame, if | 
we are conlidered as Chriſtians, We | 
are often minded in the Goſpel, that we | 
are Members one of another, and are to 
have the fame Care of one anothers 
Welfare, as the Members in the Na- 
tural Body 3 where the leaſt part has | 
its neceſſary Uſe, and the greateſt can- | 
not ſay to it, 1 have m0 need of you. | 
And this is one end of our Bleſſed $a: 
viour's uniting us 1n a Church, or Chri- 
ſtian Society; that we might be like 
Stones in the ſame Building, whiere each 
Stone ſupports, and is ſupported by 
ſome other, 1'Pet. 2.5. And in truth 
we ſo often want, not only the Cour 

cls, 
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' Fils, but the Rebukes of a faithful 


Friend, that theſe are ſometimes the 
greateſt Kindnefles they can do us. 

So then, every Excellency in Man, 
whether it be Spiritual, Moral, or *Po- 
litical, infuſed or acquired, 1s a Talent 
put into the hands of that Perſon by 
the common Father of Men, to be em- 
ployed for the good of the Community; 
hke the Bulk of an Eſtate given to 
the eldeſt Son, for the good of the 
whole Family : Which 1s the firſt Con- 


{| fideration proper to move Men to do 


good to the Souls of others, and to 


| r<byke them upon occaſion. 


Motive 2, We are to remember our 


 } wear Relation to every Man; He is thy 


Brother, ſays the Text, a ſharer in th 


- | Natzre, a partaker of thy Blood. And 


except the Bowels of Human Nature 
are periſh'd 1n thee, thou canſt not but 
fee] a painful Regret when thou be- 
holdeſt one of thy own Kind going 
m the way of Deſtruction. Can you 
nd in your Heart any tendency to ve- 

rity 
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rify that ſevere Reflection upon Hy- 
man Cruelty which ſome have made, 
namely, that one Mar is many times a 
Wolf and a Fury to another * This is a 
Carriage worſe than that of Barbarians; 
for they ſhew Kindneſs to the Miſera- 
ble, As 28. 2. Yea, it 1s worle than 


the ſavage Brutes; for the fierceſt of 


them ſeldom prey upon their own Kind; 
and the very Swine run at the cry of 
their Fellows to help and ſuccour them. 
Can Man then that was made after the 
likeneſs of God, be fo much of a Devil 


to his Brother, as to indulge his Sin, 


and farther his Courſe in the ways of 


Damnation ? Surely, in ſuch Perſons, 
Righteouſneſs, Charity, Tenderneſs, and 
Humanity it ſelf is periſhed. 


Motive 3. The Text further moves 
us to do all the good Offices of Piety 
one towards another that we can, by 
minding us, that he is our Neighbour, 
—— Thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy 
Neighbour. He is your near Aflociate, 
his Lot is providentially caſt near unto 

you, 
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you, that you m_ help and ſuccour 
him. Friendly Afhſtance among Nezgh. 
hours, 18 a mutual Debt; and every one 
with whom we converſe, is for that 
time our Neighbour. We muſt there- 
fore endeavour to put a ſtop to his Sin, 


in order to prevent his Ruin. 


If you ſee your Neighbour's Houſe 
on Fire, all the Neighbourhood will 


| cry ſhame upon you, if you get not out 


of your Bed, tho it be at Midnight, to 
help him quench the threatning Flames, 
that he be not ruind by them. And 


will you not be as vigilant to keep your 


Neighbour from falling into thoſe Flames 
which can never be quenched ? It not, 
there is a deplorable Defect both in your 
Faith and in your Charity. 

If your Neighbour ( or but his Ox 
or Sheep) falls into a Pit, you mult 
ſet your ſelf to help him out, or fall 
ynder the juſt Cenſure of cruel Uncha- 
ritableneſs: and can you think that you 
may forbear to help a finful Neighbour 
that 1s falling into the Pit of eternal De- 
{trugion, without as juſt a Cenſure of 


cruel! 
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cruel Infidelity ? Surely the latter js 
more horrible to our Faith, than the 
former can be to our Reaſon. 

Upon the whole matter ; fince God 
lays this Duty of ſuppreſſing the ſcandalow 
Jins of Men upon every Perſon's Conſci- 
ence, according to his Station and Ca- 
pacity : Can any of us that have any 
fenfibleneſs of Conſcience, evade the 
Charge and binding Force of it ? 


Will you (like Ga//o) care for none | 
of theſe things? Or will you lull your | 
ſelves to {leep with Felix his ſhifting | 
excuſe, fancying that you may here- | 


after have a more convenient Seaſon to 
do it? Or will you turn ſhort with 
churliſh Cain; and even ask God to his 
Face, Whether you are your © Brother's 
Keeper £ Yes truly; God has fo far 
made you the Gzardian of your * Bro- 
ther, that if you ſee him abour to cut 


his Throat, you mult ftay his Hind if 


you are able; or it he be blind, and 
in his miſtake be going diretly upon 
the mouth of a Pit, you mult diſcover 


his Danger, and diilwade him from it, 
or 
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or every body will deem you acceſſary 
to his Death. Theſe are Caſes in which 
every body is convincd that he ought 
to ſuccour his Friend, yea, his Enemy 
and needs no Caſxiſt to determin the 
bounds of his Duty in ſo plain a mat- 
ter. And what ? ſhall we have more 
Care about the Body of our Brother, 
than about his Soul? And ſhall we be 
more coricernd to prevent his Temporal 
Ithan his Ftermal Ruin £ 
1 And does not he whom Satan bath 
Iblinded, need the DireGtion of thoſe 
Iwhom God has inlightn'd, as much as 
Ihe who has loſt his bodily Sight ? And 
has not that infatuated Soul, whom 
Luſt and Paſhion hath pur out of his 
right Mind, need to be bound with 
Chains, and to be rigidly dealt with, 
as much as any poor ditftracted Crea- 
' Fture 1n Bedlam # 
"{ Tt is true, neither of theſe ſorts of 
! Imad People will at preſent give y 
give you 
| {Thanks for your Pains with them, be- 
"cauſe, during their Lunacy, neither 
" [of them have Senſe cnough to diſcern, 


that 
Ty 
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that what you do is for their good. | 


But you mult wait the Recovery of 


their ſenſes, and then they will be ex- 
ceeding thankful to you, and bleſs the 
time in which they were acquainted 
with you, and praiſe God who put it 
into your heart to do them ſuch a kind- 
neſs. | | | 

And if it ſhall fo pleaſe God, that by 


all our Informations, Admonitions and 


Reproofs, we become ini(trumental to 
gain but one Soul from the Power of Sa | 
tan to God ; it will be an abundant Re- 
compence for all our Labours and Suf- 
ferings in it. For then all the good he | 


does, and all the glory which he gives 
to God, will in a great meaſure re- 


dound to our advantage in the other | 
world, which ſhould mightily invigo- | 


rate our Endeavours of this kind ; and 
if they be but hearty and diligent, they 
cannot wholly miſcarry. 

But there are ſome who frequently 
make uſe of a proverbial Speech 1n this 
Caſe, to hinder the progreſs of this 


bleſſed Work, tho it be but little to 
their 
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their purpoſe 3 which is, That every Veſſel 
muſt ſtand upon its own bottom. And thus 
far it is true, That every one mult prin- 
cipally anſwer for his own Sins to God. 
But it's as true, I hat we may be partakers 
of other Mens Sins, 1 Tim. 5.22. And 
that if we are ſharers in their guilt by 
Connivance, or a finful Silence and 
Negle&, we (hall alſo ſhare in their Pu- 


I niſhment. Hence it 1s that we are ad- 
I viſed, ev. 18. 4. That we partake not 


. Lof the Sins of Babylon, that we receive 
, | 20t of her ' Plagues, 


And as to the cafe of publick and 


| ſcandalous Sins, the whole Community 


is concernd to bring the Tranſgreſſor 


Jto due puniſhment : for we are often 
Jaſlured in the Book of God, that there's 


no other way to put away the evil from the 
whole body of the "People, which is ever 
table to the Vengeance of God, where 
{ſuch Enormities are unpuniſhed, Dext.13. 


| 5. Dent. 19.19. and 21.21. Sothat we 


muſt conclude, that ſuch as frequently hear 
or bebold thoſe Vices and Impieties which 
the Laws of God and Man condemn, and 


yeb 
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yet never endeavour to bring them to 4 
juit Rebuke and CorreFion, are Sinners 
againſt (70d and Men : and next to the 
principal AdGors, theſe Connivers at Sin 
are the Initruments of pulling down the 
Curſes and *Plagues of God upon a Land, 
For 1n the caſe of uncertain Murder, 
Deut. 21. the Elders of the City were 


to proteſt, That their Cyes had not ſeen 


the Fa&, as well as that their Hands had 
ot done it, And, alas! how great are 
the Dangers of this our A\ atzon, by 
reaſon of this deplorable neglect of do- 
ing juſtice upon publick wickednek. 
Vice has ſo long been uncontrolPd, that 
it's now grown 1mpudent : yea, it has 
been ſo long encouraged by great Exam- 
ples,and dandled upon the knees of ſome 
Magiſtrates, who ought to have tram- 
pled it under their feet, (and with Sa- 
zmel to have hewn it to pieces, as he did 
Agag, before the Lord) that it is grown 
monitrous, ſcandalous and crying. 

And therefore, as you would be 
found Lovers and Servants of God, and 
not Fighters againſt him; and as you 


would 
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would avert, and not pull down his 
Judgments upon your native Land ; [ 
earneſtly entreat you, yea, I charge it 
upon your Conſciences (as my Text im- 
powers me to do) that you ſerioufly 
and reſolutely ſet your ſelves from 
henceforth to a vigorous Proſecution of 
all legal Methods of Reformation, as you 
would prevent the Judgments of God 
on Earth, and avoid the vengeance of 
his eternal Wrath. 


I ſhall now conclude all with a few 
pradical Inferences from the whole. 


Irfer. 1. We may from what has been 
ſaid perceive, what a groſs Miſtake the 
pretended kindneſs of Compartners in 
Sin 1s. If it be hatred not to rebuke a 
Perſon for Sin, what a fatal Enmity is it 
tolead him into it, and careſs him in it ? 
The filthy acquaintance of the Adulte- 
rers and Adulterefles, and of all ſinful 
Companions, is not only enmity againſt 
God, but againſt themſelves alfo. They 
trip up each others heels, and tumble 
m cach others arms into the bottomleſs 


D Pit. 
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Pit. The Rebuhkes of the Text have 
infinitely more kindneſs in them, than 
ſuch treacherous Embraces, tho ſuch 
abandoned Creatures have not compe- 
tent ſenſe to perceive and value it, 
And therefore, 


Infer. 2, This ſhews us the injuſtice 


. and unreaſonableneſs of that Oppo-: 


litton and Tami which the Pro- 
moters of pub, ich { Reformation very of- 
ten meet with in the world. What 
a Clamor was there raiſed of old 
againſt the holv Propiets and Apoſiles, 
as if they ha! zen the Troublers of 
the Worl:i, and wnfit to have lived upon 
the Earth, meerly becauſe they endea- 
vourd to make men better. And tru- 
ly ſach as engage againſt the Vices 
and Impietics of men; now, mult ex- 
pect ſomewhat of the ſame indecent 


treatment from ſuch as love their Sins: 


above 2:i! things, viſtble and inviſtble : 
But if their minds were once enligh- 
tend by this divine Truth 1n the Text, 


did they thorowly underſtand the kind- 
| "ow 
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neſs of a juſt Rebuke, and what a 
brotherly and neighbourly part it 1s to en- 
deavour by any lawful means to reclaim 
men from ſin, it would abate their paſ- 
fionate Reſentments 3 vea it would ex- 
cite their thankfulneſs, and they would 
| then from their Hearts ſay with the 
Plalmiſt ( P/jal. 141.5.) Let the Rign- 
teous ſmite me, it ſhall be a kindneſs 5 and 
let him reprove me, it ſhall be an excellent 
| Ol, which ſhall not break my head, but 
| | rather heal and perfume it. 
For, as God in kindncfs afflicts a Sin- 
e | ner with Sickneſs and other Crofles, 
, | that he may be awakend and reformed 
in time, and may not pcriſh for ever ; 
(in which he corrects like a $7nd and 
loving Father ) fo has he appointcd the 
Magiſtrate, as a poiitical Father, to cha- 
. { ftize the infolent Tranſpreflor, that he 
. ] die not in his Sin ; and for this end al- 
, { fo, he hath appointed that the Miniſters 
ot his Gofp<l (who are ſpiritual Fa- 
thers) ſhould at laft proceed againſt 
obſtinate Sinners even by Excommuni- 
cation, delivering ſuch a one up to Satan, 
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have over them here, to the end that be- | wy] 
© Ingterrified into Repentance by the pre- | ov 
ſent ſcratches and rendings of that roar- | w' 
ing Lion, they might avoid his unlimited | F 
and eternal Fury hereafter. And theſe Ini 
{ſharp Methods muſt in all reaſon be I as 
eſteemed as a greater kindneſs, and of a 
more noble and extenſive nature, than- 
the Phyſicians lancing and ſcarifying our 
Bodies 1n order to prevent our apparent: 
natural Death 3 which yet every body 
allows to be the moſt feaſonable kind- 
ne{s that can be done us in thoſe cir- 
cumſtances. ha 


mp wy @ QoQy —< © 


Infer. 3. Since God requires us to re- 
buke the Sins of our Companions 1n the 
Text, how difficult ſhall we find it to 
be innocent 1n 11] Company ! 'Tis very 
uneaſy 1n ſome Tempers to reprove a 
Friend, or a Superior 3 and 'tis more 
uneaſy to a tender Conſcience to 0- 
mit a proper ſeaſon for reproof. And 
ſometimes a deteat in your Zeal my 
[eee gh cauſe 
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cauſe you to flip the fit Opportunity $ 
and this will be to, your wounding, 
when you refle& upon it with due ſerts 
ouſneſs and tenderneſs: fo that you 
will always find your [ztegrity ' and 
Peace beſt preſerved by a careful ſhun- 
ning of vain and looſe Company as much 
as poſhible. | | 
And in truth, this demonſtrates the 
I uſefulneſs of thoſe Religzows Socteties, 
which are of late erected in this City, 
which I pray God confirm and increaſe. 
For it 1s an invaluable Benefit for young 
Men to know what. Converſation is 


proper for their intimacy ; and where - 


they may join themſelves with thoſe 
who are going towards everlaſting Bliſs. 
The want of ſuch edifying Company 
(and the Poiſon of the contrary) has 
been the ruin of many a hopeful young 
Man and Woman 1a all Ages. 


Infer. 4. Laſtly, how ſad a Thought 
is it, and how ſhould it cut us to the 


heart, That there is ſo little Zeal for 
God in a Nation of profeſſed Chriſtians ? 


How 
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How unlike are the moſt of thoſe who 
bear the Name of Chriſt, to him. of 
whom it 1s ſaid, The Zeal of thine Houſe 
bath eaten me up £ Yea, how unlike are 


holy Fervency carried them through 


Religion (cattered the groſs Fogs of Pro- 
faneneſfs and Superſiition with its bright 
and warm Beams, aid made the Chr, *- 
an Name 1\luſtrious and honourable in 
the World ? - 

O Sirs ! as we love our Lord and S4- 
viour, let us act fomeihing like our ho- 
ly Profeſſion, and our intinite Hopes : 
Let our whole courſe of Lite demon- 
ſtrate that we are indeed reſolv'd for 


fe 


we to thoſe Primitive Chriſtians, whoſe 


the moſt threatming Dangers, whoſe , 


our holy Faith: and let us continually 
breathe of God, and the things of his 
eternal Kingdou ; 459 let it-be fcen in 
all Places and Companies, that we can- 
not bear the appearance of any Con- 
tempt of the Great God, and of his 
holy Will and Authority. 
Truly if ever our Holy Religion re- 
gains 


| Heaven : Let our Speeches favour of | 
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gains its Primitive Reputation and Re- 
nown, it muſt be by the exemplary 
Purity, Zeal, and Fervor of its Pro- 
feſlors 3 even by a genera], vigorous, 
and reſolute oppoſition to Vice, and a 
zealous and conſcientious Practice of all 
Chriſtian Duty, To which holy Frame 
| beſeech God to raiſe every Soul of us, 
that we may not only eſcape the Pollu- 
tioas of this World our {clves, but be a 
means of pulling others out of the Mire of 
Fin here, and of ſaving them from the 
ternal Vengeance of God, which will 
[otherwiſe be their Portion for ever. 


— 


Conſider what has been ſaid, and the 
Lord give you underſtanding in all 


- things, Amen. 
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